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The Swiss at the
Battle of the Little Bighorn, 1876
by Albert Winkler

The Swiss have made many valuable contributions to the development of the United States, including the westward expansion, and people from Switzerland participated in some of the most significant events
and activities in the development of the American frontier. They were
involved in treks to the West, were found in many mining camps and in
pioneer settlements, and served in the US Army. Among the most celebrated Swiss soldiers was Ernest Yeuve , from Neuchatel, who received
the Congressional Medal of Honor for driving off an Indian warrior in
1874 after brief hand-to-hand combat. His citation commended him for
the "gallant manner in which he faced a desperate Indian." 1 No less
bravely, other men from Switzerland also fought in the campaigns of the
American West, including the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876.
Often called "the Custer Massacre" or "Custer's Last Stand ," the
Battle of the Little Bighorn has become an iconic event in American
history, frequently being represented in film, paintings, novels, and histories. The engagement has long been lamented because George Armstrong Custer and five companies of troopers were wiped out, but it has
also come to symbolize the last great victory of the native peoples in
their attempt to maintain their independence and way of life. 2 Custer remains one of the most controversial figures in the history of the American West. Flamboyant and nearly fearless, he was an effective cavalry
commander during the Civil War, but his campaigns in the West are
more questionable largely because his attack at the Little Bighorn led to
1 The Congressional Medal of Honor: The Names, the Deeds (Forest Ranch ,
Calif.: Sharp & Dunnigan , 1984), 697 and Walter F. Beyer and Oscar F. Keydel , Deeds
of Valor : How America's Heroes Won the Medal of Honor, 2 vols. (Detroit: Keydel,
1902) 2:221.
2 For a compilation of sources on the battle, see The Custer Myth: a Source Book
on Custeriana , W. A. Graham ed. (Harrisburg: Stackpole, 1953).
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Lieutenant Colonel Custer
in March 1876.
Courtesy: Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument.

disaster. 3 Custer led the famous Seventh Cavalry regiment in the battle,
and twelve men born in Switzerland were assigned to that unit in the
early summer of 1876. The purpose of this paper is to examine these
men to understand who they were, to assess their motives in joining the
cavalry, and to appraise their experience in battle.4
A few of the military records relating to these men are unclear
leading to possible confusion. All of them were born in the Germanspeaking areas of Switzerland, but some of them anglicized their names
when they came to the United States or when they joined the military.
For example, John King was born in Basel, but John King was not a
3 Important biographies include Jeffrey D. Wert, Custer: the Controversial Life
of George Armstrong Custer (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996), Jay Monaghan,
Custer: the Life of General George Armstrong Custer (Linclon: U of Nebraska, 1959) ,
and Edgar Irving Stewart, Custer's Luck (Lincoln: U of Nebraska, 1955).
4 The literature on the battle is large. The most prestigious recent studies include:
Nathaniel Philbrick, The Last Stand: Custer, Sitting Bull, and the Battle of the Little
Bighorn (New York: Viking, 20 I0) and James Donovan, A Terrible Glory: Custer and the
Little Bighorn: the Last Great Battle of the American West (New York: Little, 2008) .
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Swiss name. Most likely, King was born either Johann or Hans Konig,
but he clearly found it more convenient to be known by an English form
of his name. 5
Some of the records were inaccurate regarding places of birth,
probably because the army scribes misunderstood what they were told
or were careless in their record keeping . There seemed to be little confusion when the men were born in well-known areas of Switzerland
such as the two men born in Bern, Frederick Lehman and Frank Braun,
the two men born in Zurich, Robert Senn and John Lattman, and the
two men born in Luzern, Joseph Kneubuhler and Vincent Charley. But
John G. Tritten was listed as being born in Canton Rune, which does
not exist. Ludwig Borter was also listed as being born in DeWalle,
which also does not exist, and John Rauter was born in Tyrol, Switzerland. The Tyrol was a province of Austria, but there is little reason
to doubt Rauter's Swiss ancestry. Additionally, Francis Pittet was born
in Freibourg, and Edmond Burlis was born in Klingnau .6
These men's appearance was consistent with the German-speaking Swiss. Nine of them had grey or blue eyes, while three had hazel
(brown) eyes. Ten of the men had various shades of hair color from
light to dark. One of them, John Lattman, had auburn hair and another,
Vincent Charley, had red hair. These men were average in height for
the men in Custer's command , and they ranged from 5' 5" to 5' 10", but
they were slightly older on average than the other troopers. The average age of the soldiers in the Seventh Cavalry was 25½ years in 1876,
but eleven of the Swiss were from 26 to 30 years old, the average age
being between 27 and 28. One (Pittet) was 38 .7 The men were at the
height of their physical vigor, and the army in 1876 had few problems
with teenage recruits and elderly men as had been the case during the
Civil War.
5 Short biographies of the troopers taken from their service records are found in
Roger L. Williams, Military Register of Custer's Last Command (Norman, Ok: Clark,
2009) and They Rode with Custer: a Biographical Directory of the Men that Rode with
General George A. Custer, John M . Carroll, ed. (Mattituck, NY: Carroll , 1993).
6 Williams, Military Register, pp. 43, 46, 51, 67, 178, 179, 187, 189 , 243-4, 249,
269,291.
7 Ibid and Douglas D . Scott, P. Whilley, and Melissa A. Connor, They Died
with Custer: Soldier's Bones from the Battle of the Little Bighorn (Norman: Univ. of
Oklahoma, 1998), pp . 90-1.
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The Swiss probably joined the military for various reasons. Some
likely sought adventure or wanted to demonstrate their patriotism for
their adopted country, but most of them probably enlisted for financial
reasons, because they were having trouble finding employment. Most of
these men were likely down on their luck due to the Panic of 1873 in the
United States, which led to a lengthy economic depression, and as much
as one third of the work force could not find a job. As one prominent
historian has stated, "For workers, the depression was nothing short of
a disaster ... [and] widespread unemployment appeared in the major
urban centers." 8 Many of the Swiss were little more than semi-skilled
workers before enlisting, and they probably were unable to find a job.
Three listed their occupations as farmer (Senn, Charley, and Barter) and
two as laborer (Braun and Lattman). The more skilled included: one
saddler (Tritten), one butcher (Rauter), one carpenter (Pittet), one upholsterer (Lehman), one horseshoer (King), and two musicians (Burlis
and Kneubuhler).
While five of the Swiss were already in military service before the
economic depression struck, seven of them joined in 1873 and 1875.
The term of enlistment was five years. Three men enrolled on Oct. 4,
1873: John Lattman and John Rauter in Philadelphia and Ludwig Barter
in New York. John Tritten had left the service in 1871, but he reenlisted
on Dec. 22, 1873 . John King entered the army on Sept. 22, 1875 in Cincinnati, Ohio, and Frank Braun and Robert Senn joined the following
day in Philadelphia. Edmond Burlis, Vincent Charley, and Frederick
Lehman had joined in 1871. Charley reenlisted in 1876 before the Little
Bighorn campaign, but the term of enlistment of the other two did not
expire until after the June 1876 battle.9
There were many hardships for the men in the army, including
fatigue and boredom, and the pay was poor. A private made only $13
each month, and the highest pay for an enlisted man was $23 a month
for a Sergeant Major. In contrast, the salary for a Second Lieutenant was
$125 each month, and Lieutenant Colonel Custer made $250 a month. 10
Nine of the Swiss in the Seventh Cavalry in 1876 were privates. Two

8 Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America '.s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 (New
York: Harper & Row, 1989), p . 513 .
9 Williams, pp . 43, 46, 51, 67,178,179,187,189, 243-4, 249,269,291.
10 Ibid, p. 397.
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others were listed as blacksmiths (Charley and King), and only one had
the higher rank of saddler-sergeant (Tritten). Fortunately, the recruits
had few expenses. Their jobs were secure, and they usually had tolerable food and shelter.
Sometimes the men were held in derision, and one historian has
stated that the army "recruiters largely ignored mental and physical
requirements. If a man could mount a horse and carry a gun, he was
good enough for the cavalry." 11 Such negative assessments were much
exaggerated, and many recruits clearly had attributes to admire. For
example, the commander's wife, Elizabeth Bacon Custer, who had an
eye for handsome men, saw their good qualities. "The soldiers, inured
to many years of hardship, were the perfection of physical manhood ....
Their resolute faces, brave and confident, inspired one with a feeling
that they were going out aware of the momentous hours awaiting them,
but inwardly assured of their capability to meet them." 12
These men came largely from disadvantaged circumstances, and
they knew how to work hard, face hardship, and do without many comforts. The foreigners were also far away from family, friends, and their
native culture. The troopers often demonstrated the most impressive
stamina, and they frequently showed remarkable tenacity and courage
under the most trying conditions. The disdain at times expressed for
these men probably had little to do with their character but had much
to do with the dislike many Americans had for foreigners. While 57%
of the men in the Seventh Cavalry were born in the United States, the
remainder came from foreign countries-most prominently the Irish at
15% and the Germans at an additional 15%.13 The Swiss were often associated with the latter group.
Of the twelve men from Switzerland in the Seventh Cavalry, five
of them were absent from that unit during the Little Bighorn campaign,
and they escaped the hardships of the campaign and the misery of combat. The two Swiss musicians in the regiment, Joseph Kneubuhler and
Edmond Burlis, were not present because Custer left his band behind. 14
Ludwig Borter, a Swiss, joined the army in 1873, but he deserted in
Donovan , A Terrible Glory, p. 122 .
Elizabeth B . Custer, "Boots and Saddles" or Life in Dakota with General
Custer (New York: Harper, 1885), pp . 105,264.
13 Scott , Whilley, and Connor, They Died with Custer, p. 90.
14 Williams , pp . 51 , 179 .
11

12
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1875. He was arrested on June 13, 1876, and he was in confinement at
the time of the battle. He escaped again in August. 15 Francis Pittet was
on detached service at Fort Rice in the Dakota Territory starting in May
1876, and he was not with the Seventh Cavalry during the campaign.
While he was considered to be a valuable carpenter, Pittet drank too
much, which hurt his effectiveness as a combat soldier. John Tritten,
an important saddler, was placed on detached service on June 14, 1876
at camp Powder River, Montana, and took no part in the campaign and
battle.
The remaining seven Swiss, who were with the regiment during
the engagement, were assigned to various companies. Two were with
company C (Rauter and King), two more were in company M (Braun
and Senn), and one each was in companies D (Charley), G (Lattman),
and I (Lehman). Frank Braun and Robert Senn were both 27 years old.
They joined the service on the same day, Sept. 23, 1875, at the same
place, Louisville, Kentucky, and they both joined company M on Oct
21, 1875 . They were likely close friends who chose to serve together. 16
15

16

They Rode with Custer, p. 33.
Williams, pp.43,46 ,5 1,67 , 178,179,187, 189 ,243-4 ,249 ,269 ,291.

Map on preceding page: Lt. Godfrey's map of the Battlefield. [Credit:
Point "A" in the center of the map was the hill
where Custer was seen by some of Reno's men during the fight in the
Valley; this was also the point reached by Reno 's advance after the retreat from the Valley from which he fell back to the position in which
he was besieged. Point "B" was where Keogh's and Calhoun's troops
dismounted and advanced along the ridge to where the bodies of their
commands were found. Point "C" was where a few bodies, mostly from
the commands of Yates and T. W. Custer, who for the greater part died
with General Custer on the hill above, now known as Custer's Hill.
Point "D" is the ravine where many bodies of Smith's troops were found
who had formed in line on the ridge between Custer 's and Keogh's position ; Lieutenant Smith's body was found on Custer Hill. Point "E" is
the hill where Sergeant Butler's body was found with empty cartridge
shells lying about him. He belonged to Captain Custer's troop and may
have been carrying a message to Reno.

Century Magazine, 1892].
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Major Marcus Reno (left) and Captain Frederick Benteen (right).
Courtesy: National Archives.

The Battle of the Little Bighorn was part of the Great Sioux War
of 1876-7, which started when the US government tried to negate the
Treaty of Fort Laramie of 1868. According to the agreement, large sections of what is now Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana, and South Dakota
would belong to the native peoples forever, including the Black Hills
of South Dakota, the most sacred lands of the Sioux. The treaty stated
that, no white person "shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon,
or reside in the territory." 17
When gold was discovered in the area during Custer's Black Hills
Expedition of 1874, the federal government pushed aside the Treaty of
Fort Laramie, starting the largest Indian war in the history of the American West, costing many hundreds of lives. When the Sioux refused to
sell the lands at a pittance, the Department of the Interior ordered all
Sioux to report to their reservations by Jan. 31, 1876 or face military action. This ultimatum was a virtual declaration of war. Many Indians did
not get the message until it was too late to trudge through the snow to
meet the deadline, and those who did arrive were soon hungry because
17 "Treaty with the Sioux ... 1868" in Indian Treaties 1778-1883 , Charles J .
Kappler, ed . (New York: Interland, 1972), p. 998.
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the agencies had too little food for them. 18 The Sioux had no choice but
to leave the reservations and be considered hostile .
Ben Arnold, a keen observer and a participant in the war, assessed
the situation well. He stated that all the "fighting the Indians did was in
self-defense." He added, "Of all the wars in which the United States has
been engaged, the least justification is found in the Sioux War of 1876.
The Interior Department can never wash its hands of this crime ." 19
In the early summer of 1876 , the army planned to crush the Sioux
and Cheyenne Indians between three columns. General John Gibbon
marched east, General George Crook marched north, and General Alfred Terry advanced west. Terry was soon joined by the Seventh Cavalry. Custer took the Seventh Cavalry and left Terry's column at noon on
June 22, 1876, and the commander pushed his men hard in the attempt
to catch the Indians before they could scatter. In disdain, his men often
referred to Custer's impressive stamina by calling him "iron butt" and
"hard ass" because of hi s ability to stay in the saddle for long marches.20
The column advanced 75 miles from June 22 to June 24, but the
tired troopers were allowed little sleep that evening, and they were
again on the march at 11: 30 PM. After covering another 10 miles, they
were allowed a brief rest at 2 AM. Captain Benteen stated that the men
were "going into the fight , after an almost continuous march of 84 [85?]
miles." But the advance continued at dawn on the morning of June 25,
1876, and the men progressed another 10 miles before Custer gave the
:>rders for the deployment of his forces for battle. Even then, the cavalry
~till had to march several miles to the Indian camp. Benteen complained
that he had not slept at all during the first two nights of the campaign
and very little on the third. 21 Major Reno agreed that the march was
::hallenging, and it "had been harder on the men than on the horses.
The men were badly in need of sleep because they had been up in the

18 Charles Robinson , A Good Year to Die: the Story of the Great Sioux War (New
York : Random House, 1995) , pp . 43-5 .
19 Ben Arnold, Rekindling Camp Fires: The Exploits of Ben Arnold (Connor),
Lewis F. Crawford, ed . (Bismarck: Capital, 1926), pp . 239-40.
20 Evan S. Connel , Son of the Morning Star (San Francisco: North Point, 1984), p. 184.
2 1 Frederic Benteen "Narrative," in The Custer Myth , 176-9 . See also H. J.
Stammel, Solange Gras wiichst und Wasser fliesst: die Sioux und das Massaker am
Lillie Big Horn (Stuttgart: Deutsche, 1976), pp. 270-1.
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Charles Schreyvogel "A Sharp Encounter." Courtesy: Library of Congress .
saddle." 22 The men were exhausted just when their endurance would be
sorely tried by two days of battle.
Estimates by contemporary observers on the size of the Indian village vary considerably, but the camp was doubtless very large. There
were likely between 1,000 and 2,000 lodges in the encampment with
about two warriors to every dwelling, meaning that the available Indian
manpower was between 2,000 and 4,000 men. After a thorough discussion of the sources on the number of warriors, Edgar Stewart concluded,
"The probability is that there were not more than four thousand warriors, and possibly not that many." 23
The night before the battle F. F. Girard, an interpreter for the Indian scouts with the cavalry, gave Custer a reasonable estimate of the
numbers of his adversaries. The commander "asked me how many Indians I thought he would have to fight and I told him not less than
2500."24 If accurate, Girard's estimate meant that the Seventh Cavalry
22 Major M . A. Reno, "Testimony," in Abstract of the Official Record of Proceedings
of the Reno Court of Inquiry, W. A. Graham ed. (Harrisburg, Pa.: Stackpole, 1954), p. 219.
23 Stewart, Custer 's Luck , pp . 309-12 .
24 F. F. Girard, "Testimony," in Reno Court of Inquiry , pp. 35 , 42 .
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Charles Schreyvogel "The Skirmish Line." Courtesy: Library of Congress.
was outnumbered about four to one. According to a careful calculation
by Roger L. Williams, the cavalry numbered about 566 enlisted men,
26 officers, 29 Indian scouts, and 19 armed civilians for a total of 640
men .25 Custer had boasted that his men could defeat any number of warriors, and this assessment was soon put to the test.
Custer and his men arrived in the hills above the Indian camp at
the Little Bighorn too late in the day on June 25 to stage a surprise
attack at dawn, but the commander thought he could still strike
the encampment before the Sioux and Cheyenne had time to flee, if
he moved quickly and decisively. He never seemed to believe that his
adversaries would stay and fight. The commander thought he could apprehend the Indians by converging on them in three separate groups.
Half-Yellow-Face, an Indian scout with the cavalry, begged Custer not
to attack the village. "Do not divide your men. There are too many of
the enemy for us, even if we all stay together. If you must fight, keep
us all together." When the commander refused, the scout warned Custer

25

Williams , pp . 17-8, 348 , 363 , 366 .
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that they would be killed. "You and I are going home today, and by a
trail that is strange to us both." 26
Custer ignored this warning, and he recklessly divided his command in the face of a numerically superior force. He gave Captain Frederick Benteen a battalion comprising three companies D, H, and K, and
Custer vaguely ordered the Captain to ride away from the main column
and "pitch in" to any target he might find. 27 Custer gave Major Marcus
Reno another battalion comprised of companies A, G, and M, while the
commander kept the largest force under his personal control, which was
companies C, E, F, I, and L. Custer ordered Reno to advance across the
Little Bighorn River and strike the Indian encampment. At the same
time, the commander would take his troops to attack the village farther
down the stream. Reno's men galloped down a ravine and crossed the
river. The Major sent company M on the left flank, which included two
Swiss, Frank Braun and Robert Senn, while company G with one Swiss,
John Lattman, was on the right.
Reno advanced with about 130 men in the three companies, but
he realized that charging a huge village on horseback with such a small
force was nearly suicidal, so he ordered his men to dismount, create a
skirmish line, and advance on foot. This disposition stabilized their position for better defense, but it also meant that one trooper in four was
detached to hold the horses, reducing the effective fighting force to less
than one hundred men. 28
The Indians soon responded to the troopers' advance, and hundreds of warriors swarmed out of the encampment to attack the soldiers.
Reno's left flank was badly exposed, and he ordered his men to fall back
toward the river into the trees. The situation of the troopers was soon
desperate as the Sioux closed in, and Reno later admitted, "I knew I
could not stay there [in the trees] unless I stayed forever." The soldiers
ran to their horses to mount them and escape when possible, but others
were not so fortunate, and they were forced to flee on foot. The scout, F.
F. Girard, later stated that the men "were in a great hurry to get out-no
order at all; every man was for himself." The soldiers ran back across
26 Frank Linderman, Plenty-Coups: Chief of the Crows (Lincoln: U of Neb .,
1962), p. 175.
27 Benteen, "Narrative," pp. 179-80.
28 Many of the accounts of the officers in Reno's and Benteen's battalions are
found in Reno Court of Inquiry.
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the Little Bighorn and went up the opposite bank to create a defensive
position on a bluff later known as Reno Hill. 29
29 Reno and Girard as cited in Reno Court on Inquiry, pp . 214 and 41
respectively.
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Two Swiss, Frank Braun and Robert Senn, escaped to the summit, but the other Swiss, John Lattman, was left behind in the trees
during the retreat. Lattman and another man, probably John Sullivan,
tried to get to Reno's defensive position, but they were chased to the
bank of the river where the Swiss saw Sullivan shot from his horse and
killed. Lattman managed to evade the warriors, and he finally rejoined
his company on Reno Hill after midnight. 30
While Reno's men were fighting for their lives, Custer had taken
his five companies to strike at the encampment farther north. When
the commander got his first good view of the camp, he was very impressed by its size, and he realized that he had sent Captain Benteen
in the wrong direction. Custer immediately sent a note to Benteen
ordering him to return, "Benteen, Come on, Big Village, Be Quick,
Bring [ammunition] Packs. P.S. Bring Packs." 31 When Benteen arrived
at Reno Hill, he saw that the situation was dangerous and helped organize the defense. Many of the warriors then withdrew, probably to
meet Custer's threat to the village, and the troopers at Reno Hill heard
the sounds of battle in the distance. The soldiers did not know what
this meant, but Custer's men were probably being annihilated at that
time.
Custer's battalion numbered about 220 men, and these men rode
on the crests of a number of hills later know as Battle Ridge. While
many aspects of the battle are still obscure, these men had little chance
when many hundreds of warriors struck. The troopers were badly outnumbered and faced superior arms as well. The Indians used many
kinds of weapons, and hundreds of them wielded lever-action Henry or
Winchester repeating rifles. These rapid-fire weapons gave the warriors
a big advantage because these rifles could fire much more rapidly than
the single-shot Springfield carbines used by the cavalry.
The model 1873 Springfield rifle was a single-shot device that had
to be reloaded every time it was fired, but the greatest weakness of the
rifle was its tendency to jam. When the weapon became hot after several
shots were fired, the copper casing used in the cartridge often became soft
and failed to eject. At that point, the soldier had to pry it out of the breech

30 Walter M . Camp's Little Bighorn Rosters annotated by Richard G. Hardorff
(Spokane, Clark, 2002), pp. 32, 72, and 138. See also Williams, p. I 87 .
31 Benteen, "Narrative," p. 180.
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of the rife to load another round. 32 Each trooper also carried a six-shot
revolver, which was only effective at very close range because of poor
accuracy. While the hand guns could be fired rapidly, they could only be
reloaded slowly, and the weapons made little difference in the battle.
Custer's command was rapidly overwhelmed and wiped out. When
further resistance seemed futile , a few of the troopers were unwilling
to risk capture and torture, so they killed themselves. The Sioux and
Cheyenne took the clothing and anything of value from the corpses,
and, consistent with Indian culture, they mutilated the bodies. The Native Americans often cut up their dead enemies believing that those adversaries would not have a complete body to use against them in the
afterlife. 33
The two Swiss in Company C, John King and John Rauter, were
killed with the other men in that unit along Battle Ridge. Frederick Lehman was the lone Swiss serving with Company I, which was sometimes
known as the "Wild I" because of the men's rowdy behavior. The bodies of many of these troopers were found on the eastern side of Battle
Ridge. The corpses of these Swiss were not identified, and the places
where they fell are unknown, so little can be surmised about how these
men died. 34
At Reno Hill, Captain Benteen believed that the troopers there
were in danger, and he thought it unwise to come to Custer's aid as he
had been ordered. But Captain Thomas Weir took the initiative and led
Company D, attempting to reach Custer's command. He rode to the top
of a prominence, later known as Weir Point, where he saw much confusion and dust near the crest of a hill three miles away, probably witnessing some of the action associated with the Last Stand. His troopers soon
came under attack by many warriors, and he had to withdraw. 35
In the retreat, the red-headed Swiss, Vincent Charley, was shot
through the pelvis at the hip, and he fell from his horse. His head was
cut open where it hit the ground, and the gash began to bleed . The man
was severely wounded, but he tried to make his "way to the rear the best
Philbrick , The Last Stand, pp. 177-8, 183 .
For a compilation of sources by Indian participants, see Indian Views of the
Custer Fight: a Source Book , Richard G . Hardorff ed . (Spokane: Clark , 2004) . See also
The Custer Myth, pp . 3-112.
34 Scott , Whilley, and Connor, pp . I 08-12.
35 Ben teen, 18 I.
32
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Gunshot wound to Vincent Charley's hip bone.
Courtesy : National Park Service, Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln , Nebraska .

he could, half crawling on his feet and one hand ." 36 Charley "cried out"
stating that he was wounded and needed help, and he "implored" the
other troopers to rescue him. Lieutenant Winfield Edgerly and Sergeant
T. W. Harris were fleeing nearby, and they believed they were in too
much danger to help the fallen man. Edgerly told the Swiss "to get into
a ravine and out of danger for a while." Then Edgerly and Harris abandoned the dismounted trooper to his fate. After they rode a distance,
the two men looked back "and saw the Indians finishing up [killing]
Charley." 37 As Edgerly described, "Vincent Charley was killed and his
body, when found afterward had a stick rammed down the throat." 38
Lieutenant Edgerly was troubled because he had abandoned Charley, and he attempted to pass the blame to Captain Weir. The Lieutenant
36 Sergeant Thomas W. Harrison as cited in Richard G . Hardorff, The Custer
Battle Casualties: Burials, Exhumations and Reinternments (El Segundo: Upton, 1989),
p. 160 .
37 Harris as cited in Camp on Custer: Transcribing the Custer Myth Bruce R .
Liddie and Paul Harbaugh eds. (Spokane: Clark , 1995), pp . 97-8 .
38 Edgerly in Custer in '76: Walter Camp's Notes on the Custer Fight, Kenneth
Hammer ed. (Provo: Brigham Young U ., 1976), pp. 56-7.
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said he tried to get reinforcements
and return to rescue the Swiss, but
Weir refused to allow the effort.
The Captain stated that he had orders to fall back, and any attempt
to save the Swiss was seen as a
needless risk. The effort would
likely have been fruitless anyway
because Charley was probably already dead. 39
After the battle, Charley was
buried where he had fallen, and
the present-day marker at the location erroneously calls him Vincent
Charles. In 1903 his corpse was
exhumed, and experts examined
his remains in 1992. The body was
Reconstruction of Vincent Chareasily identifiable because of its
ley's face. Courtesy: National Park
location, the gunshot wound in the
Service, Midwest Archeological Cenpelvis, and its height. Charley's
ter, Lincoln , Nebraska.
service record stated he was 5' 10
1/4" tall, and the bones were those of a man 5 feet 10 2/3 inches tall.
Additionally, the bones belonged to a man who was between 25 and 30
years of age, and the Swiss was about 27 when he was killed. Charley's
remains give insights into the nature of his wounds and into the condition of his health when he died. 40
The gunshot wound in the hip bone (right ilium) left a hole that
was 13 mm (.51 inches) by 19 mm (.75 inches). The size of the aperture
was consistent with a hole that would have been made by a .50 caliber
bullet entering at a slight angle. 41 The projectile entered from the back

Edgerly, "Testimony," in the Reno Court of Inquiry, pp. 162-3.
Scott, Willey, and Connor They Died with Custer, pp. I 97-202. See also
Douglas Scott and P. Willey "Little Bighorn: Human Remains from the Custer National
Cemetery," in In Remembrance: Archaeology and Death, David A. Poirier and Nicholas
F. Bellantoni, eds . (Westport, Conn .: Bergin & Garvey, 1997), pp. I 66-8.
41 For a discussion of .50 caliber weapons used by the Indians, see Douglas D.
Scott et al Archaeological Perspectives on the Battle of the Little Bighorn (Norman:
Univ. of Oklahoma, 1989), pp. 158-9 , 176-81.
39

40
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right, and the angle of the shot suggests that the bullet probably went
through his abdomen where it likely perforated the intestines, releasing
bacteria and filth into his bowels. This would have caused peritonitis
or an infection in the abdomen that would have caused him to die painfully within a few days. 42 His wound would have killed him even if he
had been retrieved from where he fell. One cut mark was found on the
ilium, which likely was the result of the mutilation of the body. Two of
Charley's teeth on the right side of his mouth were broken, which could
have happened when the stick was shoved down his throat. 43
Charley's remains show that he was a large, robust man, but he
also led a life that was physically challenging. His thigh bones (femurs)
had facets on them which suggested that he had done much riding on
horseback. There were also numerous lesions in his bones that had been
caused by disease. He had suffered from a broken arm (radius), which
had healed, and he might have had a broken bone in his foot (metatarsus), which also had healed. Charley suffered from spinal problems,
including the breakdown of cartilage in the joints (osteoarthritis), and
he had both degenerative disks in his back and in his neck near the
skull. His oral health was very bad, and he had suffered from infected
teeth. Many of his teeth were lost or had been removed, and he only had
seven teeth remaining at the roof of his mouth, which included but one
molar.44
Charley's muster roll for May-June 1876 stated that he was in debt
to the army $1.14 for tobacco rations, but his teeth showed no signs of
tobacco use . They had no stains from smoking or chewing, and they
were not grooved by the use of a pipe. The Swiss probably bought the
tobacco either to give or to sell to his comrades when they were in
need.45
When Captain Weir's men fell back to Reno Hill, Company Kunder Lieutenant Edward S. Godfrey tried to keep the Indians at bay. By
this time, the various companies were mixed up, and men from Company M, including the Swiss, Frank Braun, were fighting with Godfrey's
42 Douglas D. Scott and P. Willey, "Custer's Men took Names to their Graves:
Experts match Skeletons with Identities," Greasy Grass 12 (1996): pp.21-2.
43 Scott, Willey, and Connor, pp. 197-202 and Scott and Willey, "Custer's Men,"
p. 22 .
44 Scott, Willey, and Connor, pp. 197-202.
45 Scott and Willey, pp. 21-3.
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men. The Lieutenant placed the men at five-yard intervals and ordered
them to withdraw slowly, but the soldiers soon became unnerved . As
Godfrey described, "The bullets struck the ground all about us ; but the
'ping-ping' of the bullets overhead seemed to have a more terrifying
influence than the 'swish-thud' of the bullets that struck the ground immediately about us." When the Lieutenant saw some warriors "making
all haste" to get to a hill that "would command Reno 's position ," he sent
a detachment of ten men to hold that prominence.46
The detachment was led by Sergeant John Ryan, and Braun was
one of the men who accompanied the leader on this dangerous mission,
but Lieutenant Godfrey soon got orders from Major Reno to fall back
as quickly as possible. The Lieutenant then recalled Ryan and his men,
and the Swiss ran back with the rest. The Indians rapidly surrounded the
soldiers on Reno Hill , and "soon the firing became general all along the
line , very rapid and at close range until after dark." 47 Braun came under
fire, and he was hit twice, once in the face and once in the left thigh .48
Braun was probably shot when he was in a kneeling or crouched
position with his left thigh parallel to the ground. This allowed the bullet to enter his lower leg and go up his thigh to lodge itself at the head
of the unfortunate man's femur (thigh bone). The lengthy path the bullet
took through Braun 's body suggests he was shot at short range when
the ball was in a flat trajectory, and when it retained much velocity. The
wound was severe, very painful, and it probably caused Braun to lose a
lot of blood .49
The siege of Reno Hill started in the afternoon of June 25, and
fighting persisted during that night and the following day. The troopers
prepared their position for defense as well as possible, building barricades out of saddles and boxes and digging trenches and rifle pits using
whatever implements they had, including tin plates and cups. The warriors kept up a lively fire against the soldiers, who had to face additional
challenges. For example, the siege took place on hot summer days , and
the troopers ran out of water. 50 All of the soldiers suffered greatly from
as cited in The Custer Myth , p . 143 .
Sandy Barnard , Ten Years with Custer: a 7th Cavalryman's Memoirs (Fort
Collins: Citizen , 2001 ), p. 298 . Barn ard edited the account by John Ryan .
48 Little Bighorn Rosters, p. 199. See also , They Rode with Custer, pp . 37-8.
49 Scott, Willey, and Connor, p. 119.
50 Philbrick , pp . 248-9 .
46 Godfrey
47
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thirst, but the agony of the wounded was most severe. When these men
bled, their bodies desperately needed water to replace lost bodily fluids,
making their thirst and misery even greater.
Many courageous men, while under fire, retrieved water from the
river to alleviate the suffering of the troopers. One of the men who
bravely carried water was the Swiss, John Lattman. 5 1 While Lattman was
given no commendation for his courage, twenty-four men were awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honor for bravery in the battle, and fifteen
of these citations were given to men who brought water to the thirsty.
Four men also earned the award for providing covering fire for the men
so engaged. One of these marksmen so honored was Sergeant George
H. Geiger.52 A historian of the Swiss in America, Karl Liiond, has stated
that this courageous soldier was a "Schweizer" (Swiss) , but the writer
was likely mistaken. Geiger was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. 53
The battle ended when the warriors withdrew on the afternoon
of June 26 . The Indians had learned that General Terry's column was
approaching, and they retreated rather than face another army. Their
departure probably saved the lives of the men defending Reno Hill because the soldiers were running out of ammunition , and they might have
been annihilated if the battle had continued, but the cost in casualties
was still very high . Reportedly, about 212 or 214 men from Custer's
battalion were buried shortly after the battle, but there may have been
other bodies that were not found at that time. Another 52 men were
killed in the commands of Reno and Benteen for a total of about 265
fatalities. An additional 58 men were wounded while fighting with Reno
and Benteen, and 6 of them died later of these injuries , including Frank
Braun .54
The badly-wounded Swiss soldier was taken on the Far West, a
steamboat at the mouth of the Little Bighorn River, to Fort Abraham

Little Bighorn Rosters, p. 138.
Douglas D. Scott , Custer's Heroes: the Little Bighorn Medals of Hon or (Wake
Forest, NC: AST, 2007), pp. 74-5 , 82, and 86. See also Larry Sklenar, "Medals for Custer's
Men ," Montana : the Magazine of Western History 50 (Winter 2000) 4: pp. 54-65 .
53 Karl Liiond, Schweizer in Amerika: Karrieren und MijJerjolge in der Neuen
Welt (Olten, Switz.: Walter, 1979) , p . 148 . Geiger might have had Swiss ancestry, but l
have been unable to verify this.
54 Larry Sklenar, To Hell with Honor: Custer and the Little Bighorn (Norman: Univ.
ofOlahoma, 2000), 327; Scott, Willey, and Connor, p. 107; and Williams, p. 365.
5'

52
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Lincoln, Dakota Territory, arriving on July 3. Braun's condition deteriorated because he suffered from infection, and his wound failed to heal
properly. Dr. J.M. Middleton, the post surgeon, placed the trooper under ether and operated on Sept. 13. The physician probed and enlarged
the wound , and he also made another opening in the leg which caused
arterial hemorrhaging. This was probably an attempt to get the infection to bleed out. If so, it was unsuccessful, and Braun died early in the
morning of Oct. 4, 1876.55
Dr. Middleton was so interested in Braun's wounds that he cut off
part of the dead trooper's thigh and hip bone, and the physician shipped
them to the Army Medical Museum, now known as the National Museum of Health and Medicine in Washington, DC, where they remain
to this day. They reveal much about the nature of Braun's wounds, and
the bullet which killed him is still lodged in the head of the femur.
The specimen showed progress in healing, but some of the bone had
died, and it was still infected. The death of the Swiss demonstrated the
limit of medical science at the time because the physicians still poorly
understood the causes of infection and had little knowledge in curing
such maladies. Braun 's death was the tragic loss of a young man, but
his bones helped the doctors better understand the infection that killed
him. 56
Five of the seven Swiss who were at the battle were killed in that
action or died later of wounds . Only two survived, Robert Senn and
John Lattman, both from Zurich. Senn had various duties in the cavalry
in the years following the Little Bighorn including an assignment as a
post school teacher, and he often worked in post kitchens. During that
time, he advanced in rank from private, to corporal (Jan. 1, 1878), and
then to sergeant (Jan. 21, 1878). He was charged in a general court
martial (July 28, 1878) with aiding the desertion of a comrade by giving
him advice on the best way to escape, but Senn was acquitted. He left
the service at the end of his enlistment on Sept. 22, 1880. He was apparently erroneously referred to as a " private" of fair character at the time
of his discharge. The date of his death is unknown.
John Lattman had a number of assignments in the army following
the Little Bighorn , and he worked as a gardener on several occasions.
55

56

Williams , p. 46.
Scott, Willey, and Connor, pp. 119-20 . Braun was 27 when he died .
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He served out his enlistment and was described as a private of excellent
character when he was discharged on Oct. 4, 1878. He then reenlisted
for another five-year hitch. During that time, he served as a carpenter,
gardener, and as a nurse. Lattman left the army on Oct. 3, 1883, and he
later homesteaded on 160 acres of land near Rapid City, South Dakota,
where he raised cattle. He died on Oct. 7, 1913 at the age of 65.
Many of the cavalry survivors of the Battle of the Little Bighorn
enjoyed some notoriety for the remainder of their lives, and they were
often praised for their courage in the face of long odds. This was likely
true of Senn and Lattman as well. Clearly, all seven Swiss who had
participated in the campaign and battle had performed their duties well,
and they deserved much adulation. In addition, the five of them who fell
in action demonstrated the greatest devotion possible. These Swiss were
all fine, young men who had sacrificed much and gave valuable service
to support the policies of their adopted country.
- Brigham Young University
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The Ticino Swiss lniniigration
to California
by Tony Quinn, Sacramento, California

America is a land of immigrants, and the Ticino Swiss immigrants
share many of the characteristics found in other immigrant groups.
The first American immigrants were the English in the 17 th century,
who founded the country. They were followed by the Scots-Irish from
Northern Ireland in the 18 th century, and then in the half century after
America's Civil War, the years 1865 to 1920, masses of immigrants
came from all parts of Europe.
Immigration from Ticino began in the middle 1850s, and seems to
have hit its highpoint in the period 1870 to 1900. In these years more
than 140,000 Swiss came to America, but the Ticino Swiss were only a
small part. The Ticino Swiss immigration is estimated at about 30,000
people, mostly men in the early years.
The Ticino Swiss did not mix with the German and French Swiss
immigrants, but did mix and intermarry with Italian immigrants. Several million Italians came to America after the Civil War and the Ticino
Swiss were considered part of this migration by most Americans because of the similarities in language, region and culture.
But there were important differences. Italians went to the major
cities; Ticinesi did not. Italians settled throughout all the American
states, Ticino Swiss almost exclusively in California. And so the Ticino
Swiss developed a presence in America that was unique to their community.
Perhaps the most important aspect is that the Ticino Swiss settled
in the rural parts of California, not in the cities , and pursued two types
.)f work: dairy farming and vineyards. The two products of their labor
were milk and wine.
To some degree this was an extension of their lives in Ticino, but
not entirely. California in the late 19 th century was sparsely populated
with miles of rolling hills providing good pasture land for dairy cows
23
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and valleys suited for growing wine grapes. A young man could work
for a few years and earn enough money to buy some acreage and a
few cows, and that is what they did. They called themselves "ranceri,"
ranchers in English, for the large amount of land they acquired.
For many 19th Century immigrants, America was a place of refuge;
they had fled their homelands, and maintained no ties with the "old
country." This is especially true of Jews and Irish. But not the Ticino
Swiss. Many made money in California and returned to Ticino to find a
wife, or perhaps to help out aging parents. But this also meant that later
immigrants would come to a place where family members had already
put down roots. After 1880, almost without exception, the Ticino Swiss
came to ranches owned by cousins or other Ticino Swiss. Letters were
often sent to relatives in Ticino telling of employment opportunities in
California.
This meant the Ticino Swiss pretty much kept to themselves; thriving in rural communities populated by a continual migration of more
Ticinesi. The Ticino migrations went almost exclusively into the northern and central coastal counties. Today a distinct Ticino community still
exists in southern Monterey County along the Pacific Coast where a
Swiss Picnic is held each year.
Because they were in rural California, not in the cities, the first
generation immigrants rarely learned English. Their social life tended to
revolve around the Catholic Church, and other dairy or vineyard people.
These immigrants and their children tended to marry other Ticinesi or
northern Italians, where the dialects were the same.
There were, however, two exceptions. Many Ticinesi intermarried
with Portuguese. This may seem unusual but the Portuguese also settled
in rural California and went into the dairy business. They were also
Roman Catholics, almost all came from the Azores Islands, and their
family units were very much like the Swiss. The second exception was
intermarriage with the Irish. This occurred mostly with second generation Ticinesi, who could speak the dialect but also English. But for these
families the social life involved the church and Catholic institutions
such as Catholic universities. So Irish-Ticino marriages became very
common.
These immigration patterns are illustrated by the family of this
author. My great-grandfather, Battista Salmina, left his native village
Intragna in 1857 because there was no work. He came to California and
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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Sabina and Battista Salmina in Napa, California, in 1877, shortly after their immigration from
Intragna, Ticino, Switzerland.
went to work on a dairy ranch owned by a Salmina cousin. In 1875, he
returned to Intragna, married his wife, Sabina Salmina, and they returned to California settling in the Napa Valley where he went into the
vineyard business.
Battista, like most immigrants, conducted his affairs with other
Ticinesi. His closest business partner was Angelo Borla from Medeglia.
Battista and Sabina brought her brother Felice (Felix) to California in
1880, and later Felix married Angelo Borla's niece.
Battista and Sabina had three daughters. The oldest daughter,
Katie, married Fulgenzio Morosoli, who came from Monte Carasso via
Cugnasco. But the youngest, Mary, married Robert Eachus of a very
old English family. This was an exception to the Swiss marrying other
Swiss.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9
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Sabina Salmina, fourth from the left sitting in the front row, at her 90th
birthday party in 1947, surrounded by four generations of her family.
But of their seven grandchildren , all but one married Roman Catholics and five married Irish.
All three of the daughters knew the Ticino dialect and kept in touch
with relatives in Intragna, but knowledge of the dialect and of Italian
was lost in succeeding generations.
Today there are several dozen grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and great-great-grandchildren of Battista Salmina and of Felix Salmina,
but none can speak the dialect or Italian. And only one line of the descendants of Fulgenzio Morosoli retains the Ticino last name.
But Ticino Swiss living in California, even without the last name
or the ability to speak the native language, do retain a cultural identity
with Ticino even though their ancestors came here more than 100 years
ago. And that is unusual for Americans in the 21 st century.
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Visitor's Switzerland in Haiku
by Marilyn Driscoll
During some of her vacation trips, Marilyn Driscoll enjoys writing
Haiku as a way of recording her personal impressions. She shares with
us her "Visitor's Switzerland" that grew out of a brief trip in 2009. Her
other Haiku collections include impressions of Iceland, Ireland, Sicily
and Turkey.
Ms. Driscoll is a native of New York City who says that she has
warm memories from her approximately a dozen visits to Switzerland
scattered over more than 40 years. She is now retired from the business
world and writes poetry and devotional pieces, including Devotions
for Caregivers (Paulist Press, 2006). Copyright © 2009 by Marilyn
Driscoll.
Cow-grazed carpeting.
"Swiss-grass green" is the color Deserves its own name.
Red geraniums
Punctuate the brown chalets
Splashing their color
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Limestone , granite, schist.
Cold stone barriers stand tall
Walls guard the valleys.
Convenient networks
Held together by the trains,
Arteries and veins.
Neutral, they insist,
Carefully protect their land
Who can blame the Swiss?
Winds peculiar and strong,
Waves on the Vierwaldstattersee.
So this is a fohn?
Rivers chalky green
Speeding down the valleys,
Roaring and laughing.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9
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Onion-domed churches
Please the eyes and please the soul.
Panoramic views.
A cluster of cows
Decorate the Rigi;
Bells klankle in harmony.
Switzerland my home!
Not true, but I wish it were:
Treasure in the Alps.
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Another Swiss Entigre
Down South
by Dr. Roger R. varin

In June of 1951, a few days after our wedding, my wife Annemarie and
I left Bern for our honeymoon in the USA. Today, 59 years later, we are
still here, on our seemingly everlasting honeymoon.
This is oversimplifying our history. The reason we came here was
my being awarded a postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard by the American Cancer Society. The objective was to prepare DNA samples using
the new method developed in Bern by Prof. Rudolf Signer and Dr. Hans
Schwander. This technique produced specimens that did not show the
high degree of degradation found in earlier work. By the way, the Bernese samples were the ones used by Watson and Crick in the double
helix-structure work, and this is unfortunately not widely known.
After a year at Harvard, we moved to Wilmington, Delaware,
where I did high-polymer chemistry and physics on fibers for DuPont.
In 1962 we moved again, to Greenville, South Carolina. First, I took a
job as Director of Research and Development for Riegel Textile Corporation and then, ten years later, I started my own business, Varinit
Corporation, a developer and manufacturer of high-tech fiber products
for the health-care and electronics industries, for aero-space, marine
and environmental industry applications.
So much for background. Now, the main topic: My education in
Switzerland.
Before my mother died, she sent me a big box full of papers. The
complete record of my education! She had saved every scrap of paper
relating to my schools, all notebooks, report cards, drawings, essays,
annual school reports and many other things.
What a treasure! I re-lived my youth, leafing through these pages,
reading an essay on the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, an "Aufsatz" on Swiss

31
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9

34

et al.: Full Issue
February 2011 SAHS Review

32

neutrality in 1942, re-doing an algebra problem, a review of Steinbeck's
"The Moon is Down" in English, arithmetic of equity markets without
calculators, athletic records and body measurements and so on.
This collection is now at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill's Davis Library. The reference website is:
http://www.lib .unc .edu/mss/inv /v /Varin ,Roger R .html
That was the education I got. It was fun going to school, much
more fun than staying home. Maybe not for everyone, but for me it was.
How does it compare with the education our kids are getting today?
This collection should make it easier to answer the question. I invite all
historians of education to visit and take a look.
31 March 2010
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FORTY-SEVENTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
1. Invitation and Agenda

SWISS-AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Washington D.C.
You are cordially invited to attend the
FORTY-SEVENTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
at the
Embassy of Switzerland
2900 Cathedral Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20008

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2010
>ROGRAM
):15 a.m.

Arrival and informal gathering; Coffee, Rolls

l0:00 a.m.

Business Meeting

-.J"oon

Luncheon, Swiss Embassy Conference Room
Courtesy Embassy of Switzerland

l:30 p.m.

Dr. Christophe Chalamet, Professor of Theology
FordhamUniversity, New York
"A Swiss Voice. Karl Barth during the Second World War."

2:30 p.m.

Break, Coffee

2:45 p.m.

Ms. Beth Zurbuchen, President/CEO The Swiss
Center of North America, New Glarus, Wisconsin
"The Swiss Center of North America, Present Work
Program and Future Outlook".

4:00-4:30

Departure

33
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9

36

et al.: Full Issue

February 2011 SAHS Review

34

FORTY-SEVENTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 9, 2010, Washington, DC
AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call to Order
2. Approval of the Minutes of the 46 th Annual Meeting of Oct.IO , 2009
3. President's Report: Heinz B. Bachmann
4. Elections: All Officers except for the Vice-President residing in
Switzerland: Rosa Schupbach
Advisory Board, Class of 2010 - 2013
5. Membership Report: Ernest Thurston
6. Treasurer 's Report: Heinz B. Bachmann for Gion Matthias Schelbert
7. Publications: Profs. H. Dwight Page, Leo Schelbert
8. Report on SAHS-Switzerland: Fred Jenny
9. Proposed Budget for 2011: Heinz B. Bachmann
10. New Business
11. Next Annual Meeting
12. Adjournment
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2. Minutes of the 47 th Annual Meeting, 9 October 2010
1. Welcome and Call to order at 10.00 by SAHS President Heinz
Bachmann

- Expression of thanks to the Embassy for their invitation,
including lunch.

2. Approval of Minutes of the 46 th Annual Meeting, 10 Oct. 2009 in
New York

- Minutes approved

3. President's Report

- Announcement of and moment of silence for the death of
two members.
-The book Westward by Susanne Bosshard-Kalin was distributed
recently to all members.
- SAHS 's relationship with Picton Press has ended. In the future
Masthof Press will publish not only the Review but also the
Society's books.

- The first two issues of the Review were edited by Dwight Page.
The third by Leo Schelbert focused entirely on the New Bern
Tercentennial with 1500 copies printed that rapidly sold out.
- New Bern: a brief history of the Society's involvement in the
300 year celebrations was provided. SAHS will organize a
meeting in New Bern on 11 December as part of the ongoing
Tercentennial celebrations. It is not a Annual Meeting but a
special event aiming among others at recruiting more in the
SE US. Suggestions for a name for this event were requested.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9
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- The Society donated a one year free membership to the Swiss
Society of New York to be used as a price in a silent auction. It
also placed an ad in the 150th Anniversary Journal of the Swiss
Benevolent Society of Philadelphia.
- It was proposed and accepted that the 2010 Paroz Price be
awarded to Ms. Krista Landert of Switzerland for her efforts
to publish much of the manuscript by Heinrich Lienhard,
an 1870s emigrant to California.
- The SAHS website clearly needs improvement. Rosa Schupbach
has agreed to work with Randall Gafner and Albert Winkler to
develop it further.
- Donald Tritt brought his collection of commemorative sterling
silver spoons, one of each Canton.
- David Sutton has published a new edition of Helvetia.
- SAHS officers held their fourth "pre-meeting" the evening
before the official meeting. It was agreed such get-togethers
are very useful and should be continued.

- On July 10, Fred Jenny had organized a meeting of SAHS
members in Switzerland attended by Heinz and Ilse Bachmam
and 12 other members.

4. Elections

- The proposed slate of officers was elected:
President - Fred Gillespie
Vice President US - Rosa Schupbach
Treasurer - Heinz Bachmann
Recording Secretary - Monika Bachmann
Membership Secretary - Ernest Thurston
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- Fred Jenny's term as VP Switzerland coming to an end next
year, the question of his succession was raised. It was discussed
under New Business.
- The proposed slate for the Board of Advisors, Class of 20102013 was re-elected:
Margrit Ammann Durrer
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Urspeter Schelbert
Donald G. Tritt

5. Membership Report
- Ernie Thurston commended Fred Jenny's work in Switzerland.
He reported that membership was stable. There were no new
life members this year.
-The period 1995-2010 showed a dramatic change. The sharp
decline in membership during the first 10 years ended in 2005
and since then membership has stabilized due largely to Ernie's
and Fred's efforts. But the urgent need to attract more new
members remains. Suggestions include preparation of a new,
improved brochure or flyer, the promotion of SAHS in social
clubs, a greater presence at academic conferences like the
American Historical Society, but most important of all improving
the website as a means of communication and networking.

6. Treasurer's Report
- Heinz Bachmann, reporting for GionMatthias Schelbert
presented an unusually large, but manageable, deficit as a result
of the exceptionally costly but equally attractive New Bern issue
of the SAHS Review and Westward book. The accounts were
approved unanimously.
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- How else to market SAHS books? Suggestions included
Amazon, Facebook, and finding partnerships.

7. Publications
- Leo Schelbert reported that there were currently no books "in
the pipeline," awaiting Professor Wilson's manuscript on
Arnold Guyot.
- In the interim it is proposed (and was accepted) that the Society
purchase and distribute the book Swiss in Great Milwaukee by
Maralyn A. Wellauer.
- In the context of the Dec. 11 New Bern meeting, a special
booklet will be published, an expansion of the special New Ben
issue of the Review of Nov. 2009.
- Dwight Page gave previews of the content of upcoming
Reviews.

8. Report on SAHS-Switzerland
- VP for Switzerland Fred Jenny welcomed the Abshires from
Florida.
- He reported membership in Switzerland was stable, comprising
about 20% of total SAHS membership. 14 members attended
the July 12 meeting near Neuchatel.
- Financially, SAHS-CH had been running a small deficit.
- Fred Jenny summarized SAHS 's involvement in the New Bern
activities in Bern.
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9. Proposed Budget for 2011
- Presented by Heinz Bachmann
- Approved with the following clarifications: that sufficient funds
be available under items 403 and 405 to pay for the website
hosting fee ($100) and further development and for the
preparation of an improved brochure/flyer.

10. New Business
- To foster more help for the SAHS it was proposed to found
"Friends of the SAHS ."s Members would not receive the SAHS
publications but would receive notices of upcoming events.
- There was general sentiment about ending the 6 year term limit
for Vice Presidents. A motion was approved to do this at the
next Annual Meeting.
- There was general support and consensus to improve the SAHS
website. Suggestions for a mission statement can be sent to
Albert Winkler (albert_winkler@byu.edu).
- The chairperson introduced Mr. Christoph Ebel, Head Science,
Technology, and Higher Education at the Embassy who presented
a welcome from his Excellency the Ambassador who was
prevented by official business to address the meeting.
- Ms. Mary J. Huber Leedy briefly presented 19 th century
correspondence between Schaffhausen and Tombstone, AZ.

11. Next Annual Meeting / Adjournment
- The next Annual Meeting will take place in Philadelphia on
8 October 2011.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9
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- The new President, Fred Gillespie, thanked the outgoing
president, Heinz Bachmann, for his services and presented him
with a print.
- The meeting adjourned at 12 noon .

Submitted by Monika Bachmann, Recording Secretary
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3. Approval of the Minutes of the 46 th Annual Meeting
The first item of today's meeting is the approval of the minutes of the
Society's 46 th Annual Meeting of Oct. 10, 2009, as published in the
February 2010 issue of the SAHS Review.
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4. President's Report
Welcome to the 47 th Annual Meeting of the Swiss-American Historical
Society.
It is always a special pleasure to be invited to the Swiss Embassy every
three years. A much appreciated privilege dating back to the early 1960s
when the Embassy was actively involved in resuscitating our Society
after a long period of near death. As some of the old-timers might remember, the Society was actually based at the Embassy for a number
of years.
One of the highlights of meeting at the Embassy has always been the invitation for lunch with the Ambassador at his residence. Unfortunately,
this won't happen this year. In the context of another Annual Meeting
taking place in Washington at the same time-that of the World Bank
and the IMF- an important Swiss government delegation is presently
in town, including the Minister of Finance, Hans-Rudolf Merz accompanied by a number of high level officials of the ministries of finance,
economic affairs, and foreign affairs. Understandably, they keep the
Ambassador and his staff quite busy.
We are still very grateful, however, that we can use this attractive and
convenient meeting room and that we are still invited by the Embassy
for lunch right here on these premises.
Before we break up for lunch, Mr. Christoph Ebel, Head Science, Technology, and Higher Education will join us for a short address.
As has become customary, let me start my report on the events of the
past year on a somber note, mentioning briefly the known deaths in the
Society's membership. We know about two recent and surprising deaths
in Switzerland: one was Gertrud Oggenfuss an almost neighbor of Fred
Jenny who was still cheerful and lively this past July at the get-together
Fred had organized for the Swiss chapter near Neuchatel. The other was
Trudy Ritschard-Meyer, an old school friend of Rosa Schupbach who
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was a member for over 25 years; she had participated in all of these gettogethers since Fred had started them four years ago.
Let's observe the customary moment of silence in their honor.
Moving to a more uplifting subject, I would like to express our thanks
to Dr. Konrad Basler for his very generous grant of SFr. 5'000 to our
Society in the context of the planned second printing of his book The
Dorlikon Emigrants.

Book publishing: Concerning book publishing, you have all seen the
results of last year's activities just a few weeks ago when you received
a copy of the book Westward by Susanne Bosshard-Kalin. It is an exceptionally attractive and touching publication in which several of our
Society members play a prominent role. The Society has supported the
book project since its beginning in 2007 when it granted $1,000 of seed
money to the author. After the German version was published last year
with great success, the author also received the 2009 Paroz Prize. Unfortunately, publishing the English version of the book led to increasing
disagreements with Picton Press about standards and quality. Clearly,
such standards are substantially higher in Switzerland than in the US.
As a result, Picton ended its collaboration with our Society also concerning the publishing of books after it had decided already last year to
no longer publish the SAHS Review. In the end, on an exceptional basis,
this book was produced entirely in Switzerland with the Society acting
as its own publisher, in association with the Musee des Suisses dans
le Monde in Geneva. It was distributed to our members in America by
Leo Schelbert and to the ones in Switzerland by the author. Much of the
additional costs resulting from higher quality standards were covered
by a generous grant of$ 5,000 from the Swiss Society of New York to
the author. Three very successful book launches were organized in New
York, Chicago, and California.
Plans are that in the future, Masthof Press will also publish the Society's books as its does already the Society's Review. Masthof is a small
family-owned Mennonite company with Swiss connections, located in
southeastern Pennsylvania. So far, the experience has been very good,
and costs are quite competitive.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9
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Concerning the SAHS Review, as it has become a tradition, Professor
Page prepared two issues in his usual competent way. One with a decidedly martial focus dealt with two wars nearly 400 years apart but
equally bloody, the Battle of Murten-Swiss-against Burgundy-and
the Battle of Shiloh during the Civil War. The other, much more civilized, dealt with the Swiss Center of North America-about which we
shall hear more this afternoon - and with the long term influence of the
founding of New Bern on the development of North Carolina, economically, culturally, and architecturally. The third, exceptionally attractive
issue was prepared by Leo Schelbert as a special edition for the New
Bern Tercentenary. In addition to the 300 copies for the Society's own
purposes, 1200 more were printed for use by the "Society 300 Years
New Bern" in the two celebrations in Bern, Switzerland, and New Bern
N .C. This was the largest number of copies printed of a SAHS publication since the Society's re-activation.
Talking about New Bern, for your information, let me give you a quick
run-down of SAHS 's involvement, past and future:
1. Fred Jenny who knew several members of the von Graffenried family
living in Switzerland from this time as Consul General in Atlanta, earlyon became an active member of the committee established by the family
to prepare the festivities in Bern, on a personal basis;
2. At the 2008 Annual Meeting, our Society decided to support the celebrations with a $1,000 grant. It also agreed in principal to organize a
meeting in New Bern in 2010. Furthermore, Leo spent much time preparing the special issue of the Review that I have just mentioned;
3. At its 2009 Annual Meeting, our Society decided to definitely organize
its own special event in New Bern, independent of its Annual Meeting;
4. In December 2009, Leo was one of the key speakers at the official
opening of the Tercentennial Celebrations in Bern by the Swiss Branch
of the von Graffenried family;
5. In March 2010, the American branch of the family asked the Society
to participate in a get-together of the two family branches they were
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organizing in New Bern. In particular, they asked for a presentation by
Leo Schelbert so as to provide some serious historical content to this
gathering. After some hesitation the Society agreed; a small group went
to New Bern, including Philip Gelzer and Dwight Page; Leo made an
excellent presentation and I said a few words; Kenny Schelbert who had
chauffeured his father to New Bern kept busy recruiting new members,
sitting-in for Ernie who was blocked by a major storm that had closed
his road;
6. Finally, looking forward, the Society is organizing its own special
event in New Bern on Saturday, Dec. 11 with the specific purpose of
interesting and attracting new members and of making the SAHS better known in southeastern United States. Prof. Page has done a lot of
work already to prepare this meeting. Among others he spent much time
crisscrossing the southeastern states to contact the different Swiss clubs
active in the area and the response has been encouraging. Two major
presentations are scheduled, one by Leo Schelbert, the other by Ms.
Betty Wood Thomas, Director of the American de Graffenried Association. A visit is planned to the Tercentennial Exhibition that had been
moved from Bern to New Bern this summer. That same evening there
will be fireworks and illuminations in town that usually attract a lot of
people. As the special Nov. 2009 issue of the SAHS Review has long
been sold-out, the Society is preparing a special booklet on New Bern
that will be on sale at the event. We strongly hope for a large participation by our members. Detailed invitations will be sent out in a couple
of weeks.
Next year's publication program will be presented under point seven
of the agenda.
The usual number of requests for help, mostly of genealogical and related matters were received. Our response continued to be:
(i) buy Lewis Rohrbach's Guide to Swiss Genealogical Research;
(ii) contact an expert such as Marylyn Wellauer;
(iii) consult the Swiss Roots website which is now managed by
the Swiss Center of North America.
Very recently I added the Westward book to this list, perfect for a high
school student in Switzerland who asked for information on Swiss emihttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/9
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gration to the U.S. between 1950 and 2000. An easy question was asked
by a librarian in Virginia who wanted to know whether Switzerland ever
had any colonies like France or the U .K. When people ask for older
issues of the Review, I tum to some of the Society's old timers and
known collectors like Leo Schelbert or Donald Tritt. I am still amazed
how these many different types of people always manage to find my
e-mail address but obviously they do.
Concerning financial help provided by the Society, the most important
by far was the 2009 Paraz Prize granted to Ms. Bosshard-Kalin I have
mentioned before. Furthermore, in support of the Swiss Society Fellowship Prize issued by the Swiss Society of New York, the SAHS has
donated a one-year complimentary membership to the silent auction at
their 2010 Swiss Ball. Finally, while not completely altruistic, the Society has supported the Swiss Benevolent Society of Philadelphia by
placing a $150 ad in their 150th Anniversary Journal.
For next year, it is proposed that a Paroz Prize of $1,000 be awarded
to Ms. Krista Landert of Switzerland in recognition of her great efforts
over 20 years to prepare and edit a large part of a manuscript by Heinrich Lienhard from Gilten GL, describing his experiences as a farmer
and associate of General J. A. Sutter in California in the 1870s. Leo
Schelbert has accompanied preparation of this monumental work as a
critical reader and advisor throughout the long gestation period. The
over 700-page long book is scheduled to be published in Zurich in midNovember. The original manuscript is located in Berkley.
A last point of which I am not particularly proud concerns the website.
As you might remember, at last year's Annual Meeting, it was decided
to establish a committee consisting of Randall Gafner, Albert Winkler,
and Ernie Thurston to develop an new website and to report to the board
within three months. That was based on the hope that Albert would be
able to get some funding from his University. Unfortunately, he did
not succeed. Only in July was he able to get a bit of help from his tech
people; they produced a very attractive but very limited rough draft that
clearly needs substantially more work. Whether it could be incorporated
in any way in our existing website is way beyond my knowledge and
experience on the subject. I am open to any suggestions on how to proceed further.
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Finally, just for your information:
1. As you have probably seen and admired already, Donald Tritt brought
along his collection of sterling silver souvenir spoons from circa1900,
one for each Canton. The collection won the "Best in Show" award a the
2008 National Spoon Collectors Convention;
2. Long-time Society member David Sutton recently published a second
enlarged and improved version of his book Helvetia. Rose Schupbach
has a copy with her and would be glad to show it around;
3. Last night the Society's officers held another pre-Annual Meeting
get-together, the fourth in a row. This has become a routine whichwe hope-will continue. Being spread throughout the entire U.S. and
Switzerland, the evening before the Annual meeting is the only time
during the year when the Society's officers can discuss together common issues and concerns;
4. Finally, Ilse and I attended once again the annual Swiss Chapter Social Meeting as Fred Jenny calls it and enjoyed it tremendously. We can
strongly recommend it to everybody who happens to be in Switzerland
in July. Fred surely will talk a bit more about it.

In conclusion, let me thank my co-officers for their dedication and hard
work. Looking back over the six years of my presidency, I recognize
more than ever before how much running this Society is a collective
effort of all the officers, together with the two editors, and how much
hard work is done by this small group, all of course, on a voluntary
basis. This is an enormous strength for our Society and I can only hope
it will continue this way. Thank you.
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5. Elections, Nominating Committee Report
by Rosa Schupbach, Chairperson Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee is made up of the following members:
Heinz Bachmann
Leo Schelbert
And myself as Chairperson
We have to elect all Society officers but the Vice President Switzerland
as well as a new Class of 2010-2013 members of the Board of Advisors,
to replace the Class of 2008-2010.
Concerning the Society Officers three positions have become vacant:
- President, as Heinz Bachmann, who has served for six years
cannot be reelected
- Vice-President US, as Jiirg Siegenthaler, who also served for six
years cannot be reelected
- Treasurer, as Gion Matthias Schelbert has resigned.
The following slate of candidates for Society Officers is proposed:
President - Fred Gillespie
Vice-President US - Rosa Schupbach
Treasurer - Heinz Bachmann
Recording Secretary - Monika Bachmann
Membership Secretary - Ernie Thurston
Concerning the Board of Advisors, all current members agreed to serve
again for 2010-2013 and are proposed for reelection, namely:
Margot Amman Durrer
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Donald Tritt
Urspeter Schelbert
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Pro memoriam:
Class 2008-2011
Karl Niederer
Franz Partmann
Elsbeth Reimann
Leo Schelbert
Donald G. Tritt
Class of 2009-2012
Franz von Arx
Susan Keller
H. Dwight Page
Kenneth Schelbert
David Sutton
Before moving on to "Membership," let me quickly raise another issue
related to elections. By this time next year, Fred Jenny's term as Vice
President Switzerland will end after six years of service. According to
the Society 's by-laws, he cannot be re-elected. This issue will be discussed under agenda item "New Business".
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6. Membership
To: Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
Date: 09/30/2010
From: Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary
Subject: Annual Membership Report
IN BRIEF: We have 244 current members, a 2% decrease from the 248
reported last year at this time.

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type

Regular ($50/yr.)
Student ($25/yr.)
Institution ($7 5/yr.)
Life Members
Complimentary

U.S./Canada

112
1
16
41
26
196

Switzerland

Total

29
0
6
5
8
48

141
1
22
46
34
244

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2009 TO 09/30/2010
Members as of 10/01/2009
Plus: New Members Enrolled
Plus: Former Members
(not "Current" last year) who have rejoined
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues

248
19

Current Members, 09/30/2010

244
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BREAKDOWN OF CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK ................... 1
CA .................. 14
CO ................... CT ................... 2
DC ................... 6
DE ................... 3
FL ..................... 3
GA ................... 1
HI .................... 1
IA .................... 2
IL .................... 17
IN .................... 2
KS .................. 1
KY .................. 1
LA .................. 5
MA . .. ............ ... 3
MD .................. 8

ME .................... 1
TN ................. 6
MI .................... 1
TX ................... 3
UT ................. 2
MN ................... 5
MO ................... 1
VA ................ 8
MS ..................... 1
VT .................. 2
WA ................. 2
MT .................... I
NC ....................... 6
WI .................... 16
WV.................... 1
NH ......................... 2
NJ ..................... 5
NV .................... 2
NY ................... 27
B.C., Canada ..... 1
ONT, Canada .... 2
OH .................... 9
QB, Canada ........ !
OR .................. .. 1
PA ................... 12
RI ...................... 1
SC ..................... 4 SWITZERLAND. 48
SD ..................... 2

Thank you very much Ernie.

SAHS Membership

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007
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Being a statistician by heart, I could not resist to quickly put together
this chart covering the last 16 years starting in 199 5. As you can see,
there has been a marked change two-thirds through this period. Between
Sept. 1995 and Sept. 2005, the society's membership declined by one
third (from 364 to 244) or 3.3% per year. If that trend had continued,
today the Society would have shrunk to about 180-190 members. Fortunately, however, this fall did not continue. Starting in 2006, over the last
five years membership has remained stable at about 250.
This is, of course, good news. However, there are some valid reasons
for not opening the champagne bottle quite yet. This dramatic improvement resulted almost entirely from a sharp drop in the number of Society members who do not renew their membership every year. Between
the two periods, this number declined by over half from an average of
nearly 39 to 17 .6 or from 11.2 % of total membership to 8 .3% . How did
this very fortunate change happen? Almost entirely through the determined work of our Membership Secretary who had decided one day no
longer to take no for an answer, not only to send out a second notice to
the non-payers but to follow up with personal contacts, phone calls, etc.,
with amazing results. The problem is, one cannot expect these figures
to drop much further.
This leads me to the other, rather troubling side of the story, and this
concerns the recruitment of new members. New recruitment was exceptionally high in the late 1990s, dropped sharply during the early
2000s, and increased only marginally since then, averaging 17.4 over
the last five years or just about the same as non-renewals. This is particularly disappointing considering that during the last five years a
number of special events occurred that stimulated new recruitments:
first, during his work on the Lesquereux book Donald Tritt had established a close relationship with many family members leading a
number of them to join the Society; then came the Otto Wyss book
with the famous book launch at Paso Robles attended by over 200
family members, about a dozen of them becoming Society members;
finally the Society's intensive involvement in the New Bern Tercentennial and the longstanding relationship between Fred Jenny and the
von Graffenried family in Switzerland resulted in a number of them
to join. Why did new recruitment figures not reflect these favorable
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circumstances? What will happen if for a while there won't be such a
plethora of special events?
Clearly, we are not out of the woods yet membership wise, and attracting
more new members will continue to require our full attention. Whether
the Westwards book will help remains to be seen. The Dec. 11 event in
New Bern is partially designed with this purpose in mind and so is the
work proposed to improve the Society website.
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7. Treasurer's Report
1. Consolidated Accounts ($)
by Heinz Bachmann , President

us
Income
Annual Dues
Donations
Interest
Capital Appreciation
Total Income
Expense
Meetings
Donations

Administr./Postage
Publications
Other
Total Expenditure
Net Result
Balances
Opening Balance,
- Oct. 1 , 2009
Closing Balance,
- Sept. 30, 2010
Net Results

in US
(1)

CH

through CH

(2)
(3)
1,900 4)
9,725
4,750
71

4..2Q.5.

14,701

1,226
500 6)
3,392
9,181

-6,650

950

TQtal

Total

5)

(4)
11,625
4,750
71

(5)

14

12,276
4,750
85

-4..20.5.

---

~

21,351

665

22,016

1,226
1,450

53

10,930

3,392
20,111

__5_QQ2) - -

___5QQ

651

I)

734
- -

1,279
1,450
4,126
20,111
__5_QQ

14,799

11,880

26,679

787

27,466

- 98

- 5,230

- 5,328

-122

- 5,450

68,001

16,166 3) 84,167

&20.3.

.l.Q..8li 3) 1'D.J]_

~

- 5,352 3) .:.-5.A5.Q

I) net
2) honoraria
3) colums 2 + 4 combined
4) collected by SAHS/CH from members in Switzerland but passed on to SAHS/US
5) Paroz price
6) price of 200 copies of the Nov. 2009 SAHS Review donated to the "Society 300
Years New Bern"
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2. Balance Sheet
United States ($)
by GionMaathias Schelbert, Treasurer
CLOSING BALANCE (as of Oct.I, 2010)
Checking/Savings
101
First Bank & Trust of Evanston
101 .1 Checking
$ 10,818.05
101 .3 CD 02
10,875.93
102 Vanguard STAR Fund
Total Checking/Savings
105

Pre-Paid Expenses

$21,693.98
46,041.25
$67,735.23
167 .80

Total Assets

$67,903.03

OPENING BALANCE (as of Sept. 30,1 2009)

$68,000.76

Net Change during FY 2009/2010

97,73

Switzerland (SFr.)
by Fred Jenny, Vice President, Switzerland

PostFinance, Yereinskonto
Closing Balance (as of Sept. 30, 2010)

11,383.40

Opening Balance (as of Oct. I, 2009)

17,017 .20

Net Change during FY 2009/2010
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First, as you have probably noticed, this Consolidated Account Table is
more complicated than it used to be, and this for the following reason:
very different from earlier years this year a substantial amount of the
Society's expenditures occurred in Switzerland and were paid through
our Swiss PostFinance account even though they had nothing to do with
the activities of the Swiss Chapter. In particular, as we had mentioned,
the book Westward was produced and paid for entirely in Switzerland;
the first time this ever happened. Hence, to provide a clear picture of
what had been going on last year it was necessary to break-down the
PostFinance account into two parts: one reflecting the activities of the
Swiss Chapter per se , and the other-much larger part-reflecting U.S.
Chapter activities carried-out in Switzerland.
As you can see, the year ended with an unusually large deficit of nearly
five and one half thousand dollars. It was financed by running down
the Society's reserves by close to 6½%; high but manageable. It was
the result of a combination of two factors: New Bern and the Westward
book. The special Nov. 2009 issue of the SAHS Review on New Bern
was spectacular, lengthy, and expensive. The two following issues were
also unusually large, over 100 pages each, focussing in part again on
New Bern. The story of the Westward book has already been told. Was it
worth its cost? Personally I think so, but that is, of course, everybody's
own judgement. Can and should we continue like this? Personally, I
don't think so, and the budget for this year that I shall present in a minute reflects that position.
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8. Publications
by Leo Schelbert, Book Editor

It is proposed that the Society purchase 300 copies of the book by

Maralyn A. Wellauer, Swiss in Greater Milwaukee, for distribution to
the membership during this fiscal year.
The book manuscript by Professor Philip K. Wilson of Penn State University on Arnold Guyot, the 19 th century natural scientist, has not yet
been completed and is planned for submission in the fall of 2011 and
publication in 2012.
For the New Bern Meeting on December 11, 2010 , copies of the November 2009 Review are being reprinted in the form of a special booklet
on sale at the meeting. It concentrates more on New Bern than on the
person of von Graffenried and is titled New Bern 1710-2010, A Tricentennial Retrospective.
Concerning the SAHS Review one issue will present a reprint of Dr.
Konrad Basler 's book The Dorlikon Emigrants published by our Society in 1996 and long out of print.
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9. Report on SAHS Switzerland
by Fred Jenny, Vice President (Switzerland)

Dear members of the Swiss American Historical Society:
I am pleased to be with you once more on the occasion of this Annual
Meeting.
I can again report the Swiss Chapter is doing relatively well. At the
end of the SAHS year 2009-2010, we had 47 members; two less than
last year. Two senior members unfortunately passed away. The Swiss
Chapter therefore continues to represent approximately 20 percent of
total SAHS membership. All dues were paid, most of them on time, a
few later in the year.
Once again, I could convince one American person living in the USA
(California) to join SAHS USA.
On July 10, I organized an Annual Social event of the Swiss Chapter;
this time in Hauterive near Neuchatel where we started with a guided
tour in English through the Archaeological Museum "Atenium". In addition to the Swiss Chapter members, all SAHS members in the United
States were also invited. The attendance amounted to 14 persons, three
of them from the United States including President Heinz Bachmann
and his wife Ilse. Drinks and a long joyous luncheon on the terrace
at a nearby restaurant right at the Lake of Neuchatel followed. These
events- by now a tradition -will continue to be on my program, but
hopefully with a larger participation, both from Europe and the United
States. I am very grateful to Dr. Marianne Derron Corbellari, a SAHS
member living in Neuchatel, who kindly assisted me in preparing this
event.- I have not yet decided where our next meeting in the SAHS
year 2010-2011 will take place
My Annual Financial Report for 2009-2010 shows the following main
results:
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• Dues amounted to CHF 2'585.00
This represents five life memberships , seven institutional
memberships, 28 individual members and seven complimentary
members. Note that, therefore, only 35 out of 47 members are
paying dues.
• Administrative expenses amounted to CHF 491.00 net.
• The annual accounts ended with a deficit of CHF 140.20
For 2010-2011, I pledge again a budget support of USD 2 ,000.00 to
SAHS USA.
In various ways, I continue trying to keep the Swiss Chapter finances
healthy.
I have reason to believe that at least a few new members will join the
Swiss Chapter during the new year. This is, however, a difficult matter
also in Switzerland.
My membership on the board of the Association "300 Years New Bern"
turned out to be a rather thorny task! As you know, the City of New
Bern - then in Carolina and now in North Carolina - was founded by
Chrisopher de Graffenried from Bern, Switzerland. Now 300 years old
it is the oldest Swiss settlement in today's United States of America. For
the occasion, an exhibition was prepared and was shown from December 4, 2009, to May 16, 2010, at the Historical Museum of Bern, Switzerland. I hope you all have carefully read the SAHS's Review special
issue of November 2009 devoted entirely to the founding of New Bern.
As you know, a major part of it was written by Professor Leo Schelbert;
as usual he did a wonderful job. Part of this exhibition was moved later
to New Bern and opened at the North Carolina History Center-part of
the Tryon Palace complex - on September 17. It will be run there until
September 2011.
Should anyone have questions, please do not hesitate to ask me.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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10. Proposed Budget for 2010-2011
by Heinz B. Bachmann, President

Income
301
Annual Dues: US
301
Switzerland
302
Donations
Annual Meeting Fees
303
304
Book Sales
306
Vanguard Capital Appreciation
Life Membership Paid
307
309
Interest Income
Total Income
Expenses
401
Annual Meeting
402
Donations / Grants
403
Postage, Stationary & Admin.
404
Publication, Review
New Bern Booklet
404
Publication, books
405
Legal & Professional Services
407
Other Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Result

$7,500
2,500
2,000
600
500 (100 X $5.00)
3,000 (6.7%)
500
100
$16,700

$

800
1,000
500
5,400
500
4,500
500

3,000
$16,200

+

500

Additional Notes:
Donations/Grants (402)
Paroz Award to Ms. Krista Landert
Publication, books (404)
Maralyn Wellauer Swiss in Great Milwaukee
Legal/Professional Services (405) including membership drive; advertisements
Other Expenses (407)
300 Year Celebrations New Bern
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11. New Business

As mentioned briefly under agenda item "Elections," by this time next
year Fred Jenny's term as Vice President Switzerland will end. According to the Society's By-Laws, he cannot be re-elected, having served six
years. Having worked closely with Fred over the last years and knowing
the Swiss branch of our Society fairly well, both Leo and I are becoming
increasingly concerned about this situation. The fact that Fred has been
an outstanding VP who has successfully revitalized an almost moribund
part of our Society has little to do with it. In our Society having been an
outstanding VP has never been a reason to propose she or he should be
re-elected to a third term. The problem is that in our judgment it would
be very difficult to find a good successor willing to serve among this
rather small group of little over 30 individual members, many of them
elderly; and past experience has not been good.
What can we do? Clearly, the best way is to amend the By-Laws by
treating the VP Switzerland or, even better, both VPs like all the other
officers except the President, viz. maintaining the two-term limit only
for the latter. The necessary procedure might be somewhat cumbersome.
The other possibility would be to just "ignore" Art. VI Sec.l of the ByLaws and re-elect Fred anyway next October. However, this would be
illegal and could create all kinds of problems. It is not recommended.
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12. Next Annual Meeting / Adjournment
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011, at
Philadelphia.
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13. Post Script
Since the above report was completed, the SAHS Symposium in New
Bern mentioned was held on Dec. 11. While participation might not
have been quite as large as hoped for, it was successful. About 25 persons joined the very pleasant and intimate dinner on the eve of the meeting; nearly twice as many joined the Symposium the following day. In
addition to well-known SAHS members, there were a number of new
faces, quite a few from the town of New Bern itself where some attractive posters had been displayed, as well as a lively group from the
Purysburg Foundation led by Claudette Holliday. At least three new
members signed up on the spot.
After a short introduction, Heinz Bachmann outlined briefly the goals
and activities of SAHS. Thereafter, Leo Schelbert presented a passionate picture of the political, historical and social context within which the
events of 1710-1713 played out, focusing in particular on the concerns
and reactions of the Indian nations living in the area selected by the
proprietors in London for the Swiss and Palatine settlement organized
by Christoph von Graffenried (Tuscarora War). In the afternoon, Wilda
Thomas, Associate Director of the de Graffenried Association, representing her sick mother genealogist and Director Betty Wood Thomas,
presented an overview of how the de Graffenried family in North America managed after Baron Christoph had returned to Switzerland leaving
behind his son Christoph Jr. Obviously, it managed quite well.
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SAHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Email: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dues:
_
_
_
_

Individual $50.00 per year
Institution $75.00 per year
Student $25 .00 per year
Life Membership $500.00

Make check payable to: SAHS
Mail this form, with your check to:
Ernest Thurston Membership Secretary
95 Old Coggins Place
Asheville, NC 28805
Membership in the Swiss American Historical Society is open to all.
Members will receive each year three copies of the Swiss American
Historical Society Review, a personal copy of each book published by
the Society, and an invitation to attend the national meeting of the Society, held consecutively in Philadelphia, New York and Washington.
At these national meetings members will have the opportunity to meet
fellow Swiss Americans and scholars in the fields of Swiss and Swiss
American studies and international relations. They may also establish
new friendships and professional relationships.
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